
Commissioned by Napatech, Study Reveals Up to 75 Percent Increase in 100G 
Deployments by 2018 and a Strong Need for Virtual Network Appliances

COPENHAGEN, Oct. 6, 2015 – A custom study conducted by independent research firm 
Heavy Reading for Napatech reveals that by 2018, access, metro and core transport 
networks will have reached the tipping point from a service delivery perspective. As the 
need to support high-bandwidth services continues to grow, the requirement for greater 
throughput is driving a steep rise in the penetration of 100G networks. Heavy Reading 
attributes this sharp growth spike to the preliminary impact of early 5G network upgrades 
to support the high capacity this new technology will consume. To download the complete 
report, visit http://www.napatech.com/about/resources/future-of-network-appliances. 

Over 135 qualified service provider and vendor respondents from a global list of 
communications service providers (CSP) and network equipment providers (NEP) 
anonymously participated in the survey. Key findings include:

• Network appliances are undergoing a fundamental transition: Two drivers are responsible 
for this transition: increased transport network throughput and the impact of virtualization. 
The report reveals that the traditional hardware appliance market has reached maturity and 
will be extended with 100G solutions and then, over time, replaced with virtualized 
appliances.
• 100G transport networks to increase dramatically: Increases in data network throughput 
are happening at all levels due to the deployment of 100G. The survey forecasts that the 
100G transport network penetration will grow significantly by the end of 2018:
 o From 22 to 75 percent increase in core transport networks 
 o From 14 percent to 71 percent penetration in metro networks 
 o Nine percent penetration to 58 percent growth in access networks 
• Profound impact of SDN/NFV expected: The impact of SDN and NFV on network 
appliances will be profound but positive overall. With virtualized network appliance growth 
on the rise, both NEPs and CSPs see a continued need for network appliances in a 100G 
virtualized world.

Henrik Brill Jensen, CEO, Napatech, said: 
“As data growth continues to accelerate, increases in data network throughput are 
occurring at all levels due to the deployment of 100G. We are committed to delivering 
solutions that assist our customers in analyzing data at maximum throughput without 
compromise. This report is a strong indicator that our best-of-breed accelerators are 
poised to provide our customers with the tools they need to meet the demands of today’s 
high-speed, physical and virtual network environments.”

Jim Hodges, senior analyst, Heavy Reading, said:
“The study identifies that both CSPs and NEPs not only understand the value of traditional 
hardware appliances, they also recognize the strong value proposition of virtualized 
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network and security appliances to help them optimize the performance of NFV-enabled 
networks.”

AboUt NAPAteCh

Napatech is the world leader in accelerating network management and security 
applications. As data volume and complexity grow, the performance of these applications 
needs to stay ahead of the speed of networks in order to do their jobs. We make this 
possible, for even the most demanding financial, telecom, corporate and government 
networks. Now and in the future, we enable our customers’ applications to run faster than 
the networks they need to manage and protect.

No FoRwARD-LookING StAtemeNtS

This press release may be deemed to contain forward-looking statements. Readers are 
cautioned that these forward-looking statements are only predictions and may differ 
materially from actual future events or results due to a variety of factors, including, among 
other things, business and economic conditions and growth trends in the networking 
industry, our customer markets and various geographic regions; global economic 
conditions and uncertainties in the geopolitical environment other macro-economic factors 
and other risk factors set forth in Napatech’s reports.  Any forward-looking statements in 
this release are based on limited information currently available to Napatech, which is 
subject to change, and Napatech will not necessarily update the information.

For more information, visit us at www.napatech.com.
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